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What is Photoshop?

1. Introduction:

○ Photoshop is software for photo editing,

graphic design, and digital art.

○ Developed by Adobe Systems in 1988.

2. Founder:

○ Created by Thomas Knoll and John

Knoll.
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3. First Version:

○ Released in 1990 for Macintosh.

4. File Types:

○ Raster Images: Made of pixels (e.g.,

JPG, PNG, GIF).

○ Default Photoshop file format: .PSD

(Photoshop Document).
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Some popular photo editor

● Adobe
photoshop

● Pixlr
● LightZone
● Photoscape
● Lightroom
● Fotor
● Pixia
● Photo pea

● Snapseed
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Screen interface
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Photoshop Menus

1. File Menu:

○ Allows you to create, open, save, and

print files. You can also import or

export images and perform other file

management tasks.

○ Example: New, Open, Save As.

2. Edit Menu:

○ Used for editing your image or project.

You can undo actions, copy/paste, cut,

transform, and adjust settings.

○ Example: Undo, Cut, Paste, Free
Transform.
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3. Image Menu:

○ Provides options for adjusting the image

itself, such as resizing, rotating, or

changing image settings (brightness,

contrast, etc.).

○ Example: Adjustments, Image Size,

Rotate.

4. Layer Menu:

○ Deals with layers in your project. You

can create, delete, duplicate, or merge

layers, and apply layer effects.

○ Example: New Layer, Duplicate Layer,

Merge Layers.

5. Select Menu:

○ Contains options for selecting areas of

your image. You can create, modify, or

deselect areas, or invert your selection.

○ Example: Select All, Deselect, Inverse.
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6. Filter Menu:

○ Provides various effects to apply to

your image, like blurring, sharpening, or

artistic filters.

○ Example: Gaussian Blur, Sharpen,

Distort.

7. View Menu:

○ Allows you to adjust how the image is

displayed. You can zoom in or out,

change screen modes, or hide/show

guides and rulers.

○ Example: Zoom In, Actual Pixels, Show

Rulers.

8. Window Menu:

○ Lets you control which panels are

visible, such as the Layers panel,

History panel, etc.

○ Example: Layers, Channels, History.B
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9. Help Menu:

○ Provides access to Photoshop's help

documentation and support, including

online guides and tutorials.

○ Example: Photoshop Help, Keyboard

Shortcuts, Adobe Website.
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Toolbox

The Toolbox is a collection of tools used for

editing and creating images. It is usually found

on the left side of the screen. Some common

tools in the toolbox include:

1. Move Tool (V): Moves selected layers,

objects, or selections.

2. Marquee Tools (M): Makes rectangular,

elliptical, or single-row/column selections.

3. Lasso Tools (L): Includes Lasso, Polygonal

Lasso, and Magnetic Lasso for freeform or

edge-based selections.

4. Magic Wand Tool (W): Selects areas

based on color similarity.B
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5. Crop Tool (C): Cuts out unwanted parts of

an image.

6. Slice Tool (K): Divides an image into

smaller sections for web use.

7. Healing Brush Tool (J): Fixes spots or

blemishes by blending surrounding pixels.

8. Clone Stamp Tool (S): Copies pixels from

one part of an image to another.

9. Eraser Tool (E): Removes parts of an

image or layer.

10.Brush Tool (B): Paints on an image using

customizable brushes.

11.Pencil Tool (shift+B): Draws hard-edged

freeform lines.

12.Gradient Tool (G): Creates a smooth

transition between colors.B
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13.Paint Bucket Tool (shift+G): Fills an area

with a solid color or pattern.

14.Blur Tool (R): Softens edges or parts of

an image.

15.Sharpen Tool (R): Enhances details by

increasing edge contrast.

16.Smudge Tool (R): Blends or smears pixels

in an image.

(Note-15,16= use shift to change into

sharpen and smudge)

17.Dodge Tool (O): Lightens specific areas

of an image.

18.Burn Tool (O): Darkens specific areas of

an image.

19.Sponge Tool (O): Adjusts saturation in

specific areas.
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20.Pen Tool (P): Draws paths or shapes with

anchor points.

21.Type Tool (T): Adds text to your

project.

22.Path Selection Tool (A): Selects and

moves paths or anchor points.

23.Shape Tools (U): Draws vector shapes

(Rectangle, Ellipse, Polygon, Line).

24.Eyedropper Tool (I): Samples colors from

an image.

25.Zoom Tool (Z): Magnifies or reduces the

view of your image.

26.Hand Tool (H): Moves the view of the

canvas.

Note: Pressing Shift with a tool’s shortcut

cycles through related tools (e.g., pressing
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Shift + B switches between Brush and Pencil

tools).

Photoshop Key Terms

Here is the refined list with duplicate

definitions removed:

1. Feather: Softens the edges of a

selection for a smoother blend.

2. Constrain Proportions: Keeps the height

and width of an image in the same ratio

when resizing.

3. Opacity: Controls how transparent a layer

or object is.

4. Resolution: The amount of detail in an

image, measured in pixels per inch (PPI).B
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5. Layers: Stacked parts of an image that

can be edited separately.

6. Blend Modes: Controls how layers interact

with each other visually.

7. Mask: Hides or reveals parts of a layer

without deleting them.

8. Smart Object: A layer that preserves its

quality and allows non-destructive editing.

9. Transform: Resize, rotate, skew, or

distort a layer or selection.

10.Hue: Adjusts the overall color tone of an

image.

11.Saturation: Controls the intensity of

colors in an image.

12.Anchor Point: A point used to control the

shape and direction of a path.B
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13.Artboard: A workspace for designing

multiple layouts in a single document.

14.Adjustment Layer: A layer used to apply

color or tonal changes without altering the

original image.

15.History Panel: Tracks and allows undoing

of recent changes made to your project.

16.Rulers: Guides that help you measure and

align objects accurately.

17.Snap: Automatically aligns layers or

objects to guides, grids, or edges.

18.Filters Gallery: A collection of visual

effects to modify the appearance of an

image.

19.Content-Aware Fill: Fills a selected area

by intelligently blending surrounding pixels.B
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20.Workspace: The layout of tools, panels,

and menus in Photoshop.

21.Canvas Size: Adjusts the workspace area

of your project.

Vector and Raster

1. Vector:
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○ Uses paths to create images.

○ Paths are lines or shapes based on

mathematical formulas.

○ Vector images can be resized without

losing quality.

Vector File Full Forms:

○ AI: Adobe Illustrator

○ EPS: Encapsulated PostScript

○ CGM: Computer Graphics Metafile

○ PDF: Portable Document Format

○ SVG: Scalable Vector Graphics

○ CDR: CorelDRAW

Example: A logo created in Adobe

Illustrator is a vector image. It can be

resized to any size (small or large) without

losing quality.
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2. Raster:

○ Uses pixels to create images.

○ Each pixel is a tiny dot of color, and

when many are combined, they form an

image.

○ Raster images lose quality when resized

larger.

Raster File Full Forms:

○ BMP: Bitmap Image File

○ TIFF: Tagged Image File Format

○ PCX: Personal Computer Exchange
○ GIF: Graphics Interchange Format

○ PNG: Portable Network Graphics

○ JPEG: Joint Photographic Experts Group

Example: A photo taken with a camera is a

raster image, where each tiny dot of color

makes up the whole picture. When you

zoom in, it can become blurry.B
A
G
H
E
L 

C
O
M

PU
T
E
R
 C

E
N
T
R
E



Photoshop Shortcut Keys

Action Shortcut Key

New Ctrl + N

Open Ctrl + O

Deselect Ctrl + D

Reselect Shift+Ctrl+D

Inverse Shift+Ctrl+I

Open As Alt+Ctrl+O

Close Ctrl+WB
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Save Ctrl+S

Save as Shift+Ctrl+S

Save for web Alt+Shift+Ctrl+S

Page setup Shift+Ctrl+P

Print with preview Ctrl+P

Print Alt+Ctrl+P

Print one Copy Alt+Shift+Ctrl+P

Exit Ctrl+Q

Zoom with Mouse Alt + Scroll

Fade Shift+Ctrl+F
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Merge layer Ctrl+E

Merge Visible Shift+Ctrl+E

Feather Alt+Ctrl+D

Multiple time undo Ctrl+Alt+Z

Undo Ctrl + Z

Redo Ctrl + Shift + Z

Select All Ctrl + A

Copy Selection Ctrl + C

Copy Merged Shift+Ctrl+C

Cut P Ctrl + X
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Paste Ctrl + V

Paste into Shift+Ctrl+V

Create New Layer Ctrl + Shift + N

Free Transform Path Ctrl+T

Color settings Shift+Ctrl+K

Last filter Ctrl+F

Extract Alt+Ctrl+X

Create Straight Line Hold Shift

Create Line Between

Two Points

Shift + Click
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Fit Image to Screen Ctrl + 0

Zoom In Ctrl++

Zoom Out Ctrl+-

Actual Pixel Alt+Ctrl+0

Select Multiple Layers Shift + Click

Group Layers Ctrl + G

Ungroup Layers Ctrl + Shift + G

Liquify Shift+Ctrl+X

Pattern Maker Alt+Shift+Ctrl+X

Extras Ctrl+H
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Duplicate Layer Ctrl + J

Snap Shift+Ctrl+;

Lock Guides Alt+Ctrl+;
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